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P'ddagogiscbe Monatsbefte. 



The abstract of German grammar will 
meet the approval of all teachers who do 
not make the study of German a purely 
mechanical drill of syntactical excep- 
tions, thereby retarding the progress and 
deadening the interest of the students. 
This abstract seems to find the middle- 
way between no Grammar at all and 
lists of things, the ways of which are 
wonderful to behold. A separate pub- 
lication will be welcomed by many teach- 
ers who are not in the position, or of the 
conviction, to select the reading material 
as given in this edition. It would be a 
practical little reference book for more 



advanced classes. The references in the 
vocabulary to the lessons are a fitting 
close to this valuable book. 

It is to be regretted, however, that 
Dr. Bierwirth seemed best to retain the 
traditional terminology of verb order — 
normal, inverted and transposed. The 
treatment in Wesselhoeft's German Com- 
position is more clear. Some of the 
points suggested I will discuss later in 
a pamphlet on „The Direct Method."*) 
Warren W. Florer. 

* ) Compare my edition of Heyse's L'Ar- 
rabbiata, George Wahr, Ann Arbor, 
Mich., 1902. General Rules, p. 57—68. 
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